
ST JOSEPH GREENOCK 

Sunday 11 September 2022: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK) 

First Reading: Exodus 32:7-11,13-14 

The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, because your people whom you brought out of Egypt 

have apostatised. They have been quick to leave the way I marked out for them; they have 

made themselves a calf of molten metal and have worshipped it and offered it sacrifice. “Here 

is your God, Israel,” they have cried “who brought you up from the land of Egypt!”’ the Lord 

said to Moses, ‘I can see how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now, my wrath shall 

blaze out against them and devour them; of you, however, I will make a great nation.’ 

  But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘why should your wrath blaze 

out against this people of yours whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with arm 

outstretched and mighty hand? Remember Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom 

by your own self you swore and made this promise: “I will make your offspring as many as the 

stars of heaven, and all this land which I promised I will give to your descendants, and it shall 

be their heritage for ever.”  So, the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster 

he had threatened. 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-13,17,19 

I will leave this place and go to my father. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 

  In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

I will leave this place and go to my father. 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 

  put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

  nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 

I will leave this place and go to my father. 

O Lord, open my lips 

  and my mouth shall declare your praise. 

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit. 

  A humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. 

I will leave this place and go to my father. 



Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, and who judged me faithful enough 

to call me into his service even though I used to be a blasphemer and did all I could to injure 

and discredit the faith. Mercy, however, was shown me, because until I became a believer I 

had been acting in ignorance; and the grace of our Lord filled me with faith and with the love 

that is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if mercy 

has been shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to make me the greatest evidence of his 

inexhaustible patience for all the other people who would later have to trust in him to come to 

eternal life. To the eternal King, the undying, invisible and only God, be honour and glory for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-32 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had 

to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.’ So, he spoke this parable to them: 

  ‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine 

in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he 

not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and 

neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say “I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the 

same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over 

ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of repentance. 

  ‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and 

sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it? And then, when she had found it, 

call together her friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have found the 

drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over 

one repentant sinner.’ 

  He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the 

share of the estate that would come to me.” So, the father divided the property between them. 

A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country 

where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. 

  ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to 

feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm 

to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were 

eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of 

my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will 

leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he 

left the place and went back to his father. 

  ‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to 

the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the 



father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going 

to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he 

was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate. 

  ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, 

he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. 

“Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had fattened 

because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in, and his 

father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have 

slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a 

kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after 

swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” 

  ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it was only 

right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; 

he was lost and is found.” 

Liturgical Calendar 

Tuesday 13: St John Chrysostom – Memorial 

Wednesday 14: THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS – FEAST,  

  Funeral Mass of Agnes Wyness 

Thursday 15: Our Lady of Sorrows – Memorial 

Friday 16: St Ninian - Feast 

Novena to Prepare for the Arrival of Saint Bernadette’s Relics in Scotland 

Happily, the relics of St. Bernadette have arrived safely in Britain and will soon be with us in 

Scotland.  In prayerful anticipation, I encourage you to pray the Novena available from your 

parishes in the nine days leading up to the arrival of the relics in Carfin.  This would mean the 

Novena prayer should begin on Thursday 15 September and finish on Friday 23 September, 

the day before the arrival of the relics at Carfin on Saturday 24 September. 

National Pilgrimage to Carfin 

There will be a National Pilgrimage to Carfin on Sunday 25th September in the presence of 

the Relics of Saint Bernadette to mark the Centenary of the Grotto Holy Mass at 3pm 

followed by a Rosary Procession Main Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Joseph A. Toal, Bishop of 

Motherwell.  All welcome. 

Special Collection for Vocations and Ecclesiastical Students – 11th September 2022 

This collection pays for our Paisley seminarians studying in Rome.  In the 2022-23 term we 

will have only one student, whose seminary fees are around £20,000 per year. As well as 

supporting our student this collection goes to the upkeep of our Scots College in Rome which 

welcomes many visitors from Scotland as a place of hospitality for Scots in Rome.  In 2021 

total income for vocations was £32,869 which included £21,385 from the Covid-19 impacted 

collections and £8,834 from the Friends campaign standing orders plus other donations and 

gift aid. This total income of £32,869 represented 48% of our expenditure of £68,599, 

resulting in a shortfall of £35,690, which was funded from general diocesan reserves.  

We are hopeful that with your continuing support we may be much closer to breaking even 

with our vocations funding in 2022. 

Youth to Lourdes 2023  



Our pilgrimage returns this summer. In s3-s6? Do you wish to serve others? Learn more about 

your faith? Meet other young people? If so, then Youth to Lourdes could be for you. This year 

the pilgrimage will leave Scotland on Thursday 29th June 2023. We will arrive in Lourdes on 

Friday 30th June. We will arrive back in Scotland on Friday 7th July 2023. The pilgrimage costs 

£650.00 but if you pay your deposit by or on Sunday 11th September 8th you’ll qualify for a 

discounted price of £625.00. The deposit is £60.00 #earlybird. Want to know more? Contact 

Fr. John Morrison tel: 01418895056 or email vocations@rcdop.org.uk or follow us on 

Instagram, facebook and twitter. Our first group meeting/information is at the Paisley Diocesan 

Offices (just by St. Mirin’s Cathedral) on Sunday 11th September at 2pm.  

Safeguarding Training – PART TWO – Church Volunteers 

There will be a Part Two training session taking place on; 

Saturday 10th September at 10.30oam in St. Mirin’s Cathedral Hall, Paisley  

Safeguarding Part Two Training session, is for volunteers who have previously attended 

Safeguarding Training Part One, or Safeguarding Training Level One, more than eighteen 

months ago. If you would like to attend  one of these training sessions please contact Sarah 

Jane Colhoun on 0141 847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 

Safeguarding Training – PART ONE – Church Volunteers 

The session taking place on Tuesday 13th September is now fully booked.  More dates 

coming soon.  Thank you. 

Message from Bishop Hugh Gilbert  

The Bishops of Scotland are one with the Ukrainian people in their suffering. Bishop Kenneth 

Nowakowski who joined us at our meeting in March at the beginning of the invasion of his 

country, has written a message for the people of Scotland to thank them for their support. He 

also asks for our prayers and has written a prayer for all of us to pray on the European Day 

of Prayer for Peace, Tuesday 14th Sept, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. May the 

Ukrainian people who share in the sufferings of our Lord, know that he bears the cross of 

their suffering with them and that the power of His Cross can turn hatred to love, and death 

to life. We invite all Catholics in Scotland, members of other Churches and other Faiths, and 

all people of good will to participate in this Day of Prayer in our parishes. 

Bishop Hugh Gilbert, President of BCOS 

Diocesan Vocations Mass and 75th Anniversary of the Diocese   

Bishop John will celebrate this special mass on Thursday 15th September on the feast of St 

Mirin in the Cathedral at 7.00pm – all welcome to attend, refreshments in the hall afterwards. 

New Dawn Scotland Day in St Mirin's cathedral on Saturday 17th September  

New Dawn Scotland will be hosting a day at St. Mirin’s, Paisley on Saturday 17th September. 

The day will begin with Mass in the Cathedral with Bishop John at 10am. This will be 

followed by two talks by young evangelists, prayer ministry, rosary and 2 workshops for 

adults and a separate workshop for youth (S1-S6).  The day will end with a healing 

service.  A lunch of soup and sandwiches will be provided for a donation.  Bring food for 

teatime. Local eateries available for take away. Consent forms will be available to download 

from the New Dawn Scotland website for any youth (S1-

S6)  https://newdawninscotland.com/youth 

Mass for Marriage   
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Bishop John warmly invites all who wish to celebrate and give thanks for the gift of 

marriage, especially engaged and married couples, to the Diocese of Paisley's 

Inaugural Mass for Marriage at 12 Noon on Sunday 18th September 2022 in St Mirin's 

Cathedral.  Reception in the Cathedral Hall to follow.  Details of those celebrating significant 

anniversaries can be emailed to Rebecca Harrison at the Marriage and Family Office 

(marriageandfamily@rcdop.org.uk) 

National Youth Pilgrimage 

Join young people from across Scotland, along with Priests and Bishops, for this one-day 

pilgrimage. - Saturday 24th September - Dunked, Perthshire:   

Where? 

Dunkeld, Perthshire 

What happens? 

Walks to Holy Sites, talks, prayer, ending with Mass at St. Mary's, Pitlochry 

Getting there  

Take the Diocesan Bus from St. John's Port Glasgow at 8.30am and then picking up at 

S.Mirin's, Paisley at 9.00am (return to 6,00pm approximately) 

What to bring? 

Packed lunch, waterproof jacket & consent form. 

Who can come? 

Secondary school pupils 

How to book?  

E-Mail Fr. John Morrison at vocations@rcdop.org.uk. Consent forms can be obtained from 

Parish Priests/School Chaplain 

Young Adults (18-30)  

The diocese has organised a series of talks on the Divine Praises. The next talk of the series 

will be on ‘Mary Most Holy’ by Bishop John Keenan. This will take place on Wednesday 

28th September at 7pm in St Mirin’s Cathedral and will be followed by Benediction and an 

opportunity to socialise over drinks. 

DR Open House Paisley 

Are you a priest or active parishioner who wants to see your parish come alive? Join Divine 

Renovation at the upcoming DR Open House, happening on Saturday, 29thOctober 2022 at 

St. Charles Borromeo, Paisley. Be the guest of St. Charles Borromeo and St Bernadette and 

St John Bosco Parishes and hear about their story of parish renewal and be encouraged by 

seeing hope for what’s possible in your own parish! Learn more and register by visiting 

www.divinerenovation.org/openhouse. 

Paisley Diocese supports Setting Out on the Road  

The course which leads to the award of the Catholic Teacher's Certificate (CTC) enabling the 

recipient to teach Religious Education in the Catholic school. It is taught by the St Andrew's 

Foundation for Catholic Teacher Education at the University of Glasgow. Setting Out on the 

Road is for qualified teachers who have not yet obtained their CTC. If you have applied to 

Glasgow University for this course, the cost is fully refunded by the diocese on completion 

of the course and by attending bishop John’s Monthly support seminars. For seminar dates 

please contact Marianne Boland by emailing curia@rcdop.org.uk   

Ad for counsellor – Marriage Counselling Service, Paisley Diocese 
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We are looking for a counsellor to help us expand the work of the marriage counselling 

service provided by Paisley diocese.   

If you are an experienced counsellor we offer you an interesting opportunity to broaden your 

professional practice.  You will be provided with CPD training to help equip you for the role. 

The service was set up in Paisley diocese 4 years ago.  It supports couples married in the 

Catholic church and is underpinned by the Christian tradition.  For more information please 

visit the following link   Diocese of Paisley | Marriage Counsellor | Paisley, UK 

(rcdop.org.uk) 

Think Vocation 

“Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” What 

would you be prepared to take up in service of Christ and others? Priesthood? Diaconate? 

Consecrated life? Talk to our Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr, John Morrison tel: 

01418895056 or email vocations@rcdop.org.uk  

Asylum Seekers Paisley 

You may already be aware that there are asylum seekers and Ukrainians staying in hotels in 

Paisley and you might be interested in connecting with them. Faith groups can play a big part 

in supporting those who seek asylum in Scotland.  Just being open and welcoming is in itself 

a huge gift.   Some groups will also develop other initiatives or offer support to existing 

ones.  The aim of this meeting is to give information about the situation in the two hotels, to 

share information about what is already going on in Paisley and to discuss what else might be 

possible.   For your information, we offer small grants to help with costs of any initiatives no 

matter how small.  Do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like more 

information.  Mobile:  0796 365 1097 - Isobel from Faith in Community Scotland.  The 

meeting is open to faith group leaders and to members of groups.    Topic: Asylum Seekers 

Paisley - Time: Sep 8, 2022 16:30  

If you would like to be part of this, please register in advance using the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81170070180?pwd=cXNYK1VuUjl2aEVWWUJkSEFyZW93QT

09 

Social events for young Catholics 

20-40 Network organise social events for young Catholics to come to on their own or with 

friends and make friends. We going to a fun beginner’s axe throwing session at Hatchet 

Harry’s in Glasgow on 10th September at 2pm possibly followed by dinner or drinks. Email 

2040network@gmail.com for tickets or to be added to our mailing list for future events if you 

can’t make this one. 

Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages 

Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do 

you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it only make 

it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in their 

marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens 

of thousands of couples headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by 

attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps spouses uncover or re-awaken 

the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through 

difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or 

group work. For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next 
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programme commencing with a Virtual weekend on 13 - 16 October 2022 or a Face to Face 

weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 24 - 26 February 2023, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 

380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

 Adams House, Johnstone 

Are you able to care for people with dementia at Adams House? The Adams House residents 

need the care of other human beings  

who can sit with them, be patient with them and see beyond the dementia to the person that 

they are,  helping them to live in a happy and nurturing environment.  

For further details for working as a carer, domestic or office staff member, please contact 

Marjory at Adams House on 01505 337 322 or email:   marjory.perrit@crossreach.org.uk 
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